
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

Sky Music Lounge at 930 Kehrs Mill 
Road, Suite 201, Ballwin, from 7:30-9:30.         

$7 cover charge.  Christmas show! 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Sky Music Lounge at 930 Kehrs Mill 
Road, Suite 201, Ballwin, from 7:30-9:30.         

$7 cover charge. 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Sky Music Lounge at 930 Kehrs Mill 
Road, Suite 201, Ballwin, from 7:30-9:30.         

$7 cover charge. 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 

Come join us at the Kirkwood Area Arts 
Council’s “Making Music” concert series 
from 7:00-9:00 at Kirkwood Park (Geyer 
and Adams Roads) in the Kirk-
wood Lions Amphitheater.  It’s 
FREE and food is available for 

purchase. 

Keep an eye on our web site for the latest: 
www.gatewaycitybigband.com 
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Meet Jim Owens  

 
Jim joined us as our new Music Director in 
September.  Originally from Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, Jim has a  Bachelors of Fine 
Arts in Jazz Perfor-
mance from SIU-
Carbondale and a 
Masters of Fine Arts 
from SIU-Edwards-
ville. He plays not on-
ly trombone but also 
piano. 
 
In the St. Louis area 
Jim has been on the jazz faculty at Web-
ster University and UMSL, and has worked 
with Chaminade High School and Parkway 
West High School with their jazz combos, 
rhythm section clinics, big band clinics and 
private trombone and piano lessons.  He 
not only plays beautifully but is also an ar-
ranger of big band and small big band ar-
rangements. 
 
Jim plays in the Dave Dickey Big Band, 
The Jazz St. Louis Big Band and occa-
sionally subs for Jim Widner’s St. Louis 
Jazz Orchestra. He also plays with Ameri-
can Dollar, The Jaime Dollar Band, Jim 
Manley’s Wild, Cool and Swingin’ and the 
Jungle Dogs, as well as freelancing 
around town. (Whew!) 
 
A few of the other artists Jim has played 
with include The O’Jays, Temptations and 
Four Tops, Jack Jones, Steve Lawrence 
and Edie Gorme, Platters, Coasters, Drift-
ers, Mary Wells and the St. Louis Sympho-
ny.   

(Cont’d on Page 2) 

Come see us! 

In June we released our latest CD    
“50 Years & Counting!” to commemo-
rate our 50th year of making music and 
the feedback has been great!  You can 
pick up your copy at one of our perfor-
mances or by contacting Karen Sharp 
(see contact info on Page 2). 

BIG NEWS!BIG NEWS!  



TO BOOK THE BAND: 
Jerry Wood, Business Manager  
314-739-4918 
mustangsvo@sbcglobal.net 
 
NEWSLETTER/MAILING LIST 
Additions/Corrections: 
Karen Sharp 
314-542-9276 
karendkelly@juno.com 

The Gateway City Big Band, Inc. 
c/o  Sharp 
249 Brixham Dr. 
Chesterfield, MO  63017-3034 

President’s Message 
 

The last issue of the Quarter Notes was in Au-
gust during our summer break. A lot has hap-
pened since then! In the search for a new direc-
tor we were hoping to find someone with 
knowledge of the music we play as well as performance experi-
ence.  We lucked out as we resumed rehearsals in September 
with our new music director, Jim Owens (see Jim’s bio on Page 
1). We’re currently working to add “fresh” arrangements to our 
active book and also review our existing arrangements so that 
Jim is familiar with them. It’s no small feat as we carry over two 
hundred tunes in our active book, but it’s a very worthwhile pro-
cess.  
 
A couple of weeks ago we enjoyed the opportunity to play for 
ballroom dancers two consecutive nights, with a Casa Loma 
Ballroom appearance on Friday night and a large private party 
for dancers in Hannibal on Saturday night. It’s such fun to watch 
these folks dance! And it’s great that we’re able to give the 
dancers the variety they are looking for.  
 
This week we began preparing for our Christmas concerts. It’s 
always one of our favorite times of the year! In the St. Louis ar-
ea you can hear us Wednesday, December 2nd at Sky Music 
Lounge in Ballwin. This is an informal event in an intimate and 
fun setting and the cover charge is only $7. We start at 7:30 
p.m. - Hope to see you then!  

Rick Sharp - President 
Jerry Wood - Business Manager 
Karen Sharp - Secretary 
Mike Bruce 
Gene Fribis 
Dennis Owsley 

Board Members 

Newsletter 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Gateway City Big Band, Inc., 
a non-profit corporation, provides 
advanced jazz education and 
performance opportunities for 
participating musicians.  Through 
its performances, it strives to pro-
mote public awareness of the 
“big band” style of music, to en-
courage and support music edu-
cation at the secondary school 
level, and to assist other non-
profit groups with fundraising. 

(Cont’d from Page 1) Jim’s day job is as a Senior Mortgage Lending 
Officer at Midwest BankCentre and he’s on the Board of Directors 
for the St. Louis Low Brass Collective and the Crestwood/Sunset 
Hills Chamber of Commerce.  He and his wife, Alison, live in Kirk-
wood and have three grown children, John, Ashby and Sally.  

 


