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Gateway City Big Band 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The Gateway City Big Band, Inc., a non-
profit corporation, provides advanced jazz 
education and performance opportunities 
for participating musicians.  Through its 
performances, it strives to promote public 
awareness of the “big band” style of mu-
sic, to encourage and support music edu-
cation at the secondary school level, and 
to assist other non-profit groups with fund-
raising. 

 
 

Gateway City Big Band Schedule 
Consult our website at: 

http://www.gatewaycitybigband.com/ 
 
Friday, October 17, 2014 
8-11 pm at the historic Casa Loma Ball-
room (3354 Iowa in South St. Louis).  En-
try fee is $10 and free dance lessons are 
offered from 7:15-8:00. Call 314-664-8000 
for information or to reserve a table. 
 
Saturday, November 15, 2014 
The Fox High School music program is 
having a fundraiser at the high school (751 
Jeffco in Arnold).  More details soon! 
 
Saturday, March 14, 2015 
We'll be playing at Bishop DuBourg High 
School for a fundraiser to support the mu-
sic program.  More details to follow. 
 

Friday, April 17, 2015 
8-11 pm at the historic Casa Loma Ball-
room (3354 Iowa in South St. Louis).  En-
try fee is $10 and free dance lessons are 
offered from 7:15-8:00. Call 314-664-8000 
for information or to reserve a table. 

 

President's Message 
In a few weeks the GCBB will complete its 
summer break and resume its weekly re-
hearsal schedule. Our music educators 
are finishing up their band camps and get-
ting back to classes, and weʼve been dis-
cussing our agenda for the fall. When we 
start rehearsing itʼs good to have goals in 
mind.  

One thing we hope to accomplish in the 
coming months is to establish a regular 
monthly appearance at a local music 
lounge.  That would make us more acces-
sible to those who want to come hear us.  
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President’s Message (cont.) 
It would also provide a “home base” where 
we can further develop our following and 
try new things.  Something is in the works 
and we hope to announce details soon.  
 
We are continuing to add to our music li-
brary with fresh arrangements of some 
classic tunes, newer compositions, and a 
wider range of styles. We will not abandon 
the classic swing and big band fare, and 
we will always play Sinatra, but we also 
want to be part of the ongoing evolution of 
the big band style and to avoid being 
trapped in a specific era. As always we 
welcome and encourage your comments 
and opinions on our music choices and 
performances. We strive to continually im-
prove. 
 
If you havenʼt “liked” our Facebook page 
yet I encourage you to do that soon, as 
Facebook is becoming an important way to 
communicate with our audiences. Through 
it you cannot only keep up with what we 
are doing, but also with other things that 
we and our followers feel are worthwhile. 
Itʼs great to have people with common in-
terests sharing with each other. 
 
Our first public job for the season will be at 
the Casa Loma Ballroom on Friday, Octo-
ber 17th at 8:00 p.m. The Casa Loma is a 
great venue and deserves your support. 
We hope to see you there! 
 

Meet David Staines 
The Gateway City Big Bandʼs newest trom-
bonist is David Staines, who is a chemistry 
teacher in real life at Fort Zumwalt East 
High School in St. Peters, Missouri.  David 

was born in the Buffalo, New York area 
and graduated from Tonawanda High 
School.  He has been playing trombone 
since the fifth grade.   While he was in 
school, David played in school and Ameri-
can Legion bands. 

 
He had an uncle who played trumpet and 
was also a disc jockey that played the mu-
sic of the big bands.  That impressed him 
and, like all musicians starting out, David 
played in wedding bands.  He was a mem-
ber of the the Easy Street Big Band in To-
nawanda, New York.  Over the years he 
has played in many situations, including 
symphony music and a really memorable 
one at a gospel church on Easter Sunday 
where there was no written music.  
 
David earned a Bachelorʼs Degree in Biol-
ogy, Chemistry, Psychology at SUNY in 
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Meet David Staines (Cont.) 
 
Buffalo and an MSED in Chemistry and 
Education from SUNY Plattsburgh. 
 
During his career, David has bounced be-
tween working in commercial biotech com-
panies and teaching in high schools and 
community colleges.  He enjoys teaching 
best of all.  He has been married to his 
wife Gail for 29 years.  Gail is a university 
librarian.  Their son Ryan plays trumpet 
and is a music major at Truman State Uni-
versity. 
 
David plays a small bore trombone, which 
he says is easier to play but still gets a big 
sound if it is played right.  His favorite 
player is Ian McDougall for his sound and 
articulation.  McDougall plays with Rob 
McConnell Other trombone players he 
likes are Tom “Bones” Malone (Saturday 
Night Live band), Bill Watrous, Carl 
Fontana and Andy Martin (Gordon Good-
winʼs Big Phat Band).  Currently, he is a 
member of the St. Charles Big Band, the 
St. Charles Orchestra and subs with the 
St. Louis Big Band. 
 
David joined the GCBB in the Spring of 
2014.  He is pleased to be playing with a 
group whose level of musicianship is high.  
He likes the tight, in-tune sound of the 
band.  He also likes the fact that the band 
members know what they are doing on 
stage. 
 

Musician Anecdotes 
Quite often, stories of musicians on the 
road with bands are not fit to print in a fam-
ily newsletter.  I do have a few that Iʼve 
gathered over the years that are amusing 
and can be printed here. 
 

A tenor player was tired after a long night 
and went back to his hotel room to get 
some sleep before getting back on the 
band bus.  As he drifted off to sleep, there 
was a knock on the door.  Opening the 
door, he was greeted by a scantily clad 
woman who cooed, “I really loved your 
playing last night.”  The tenor player then 
asked the woman, “Which set?” and on 
receiving no answer, closed the door. 

-Told to me by Mike Parkinson. 
 
The great pianist Sir Roland Hanna was 
touring in Asia with the Benny Goodman 
band.  The King of Thailand was an ama-
teur jazz clarinetist who jammed with 
Benny whenever he played Bangkok.  The 
piano at the concert was disgusting, with 
missing keys and rotting wood (a problem 
with pianos in the Tropics) and Sir Roland 
was glad to have the concert over, know-
ing he would play on a good one at the jam 
session with the King.  As he was leaving 
the hall, he noticed a large group of men 
carrying the piano ahead of the band bus 
toward the palace. 

-Told to me by Sir Roland Hanna 
 

The “Worldʼs Greatest Jazz Band” was 
playing at a country club in Oklahoma, Bud 
Freeman was the tenor player and he was 
approached by a matron who said that if 
that was the Worldʼs Greatest Jazz Band, 
he must be Benny Goodman.  Bud told the 
lady, “Yes I am.”  “But I thought you were 
dead!” “Yes I am,” Bud said, turning and 
walking away, 

-Bill Crow, Jazz Anecdotes: Second Time 
Around, Oxford University Press (2005) 

 
Bill Crowʼs books, referenced above are an 
endless source of stories that will keep you 
laughing. 

Dennis Owsley, Editor. 
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Newsletter 
 

The Quarter Notes is the official 
publication of the Gateway City 
Big Band, Inc., a non-profit 
organization.  It is published 

quarterly in November, February, May 
and August. 
 
For changes, additions or cancellations 
to the Quarter Notes email list, contact 
Karen Sharp by phone: 314-542-9276 
or email:  karendkelly@juno.com. 
 
For comments, additions or corrections 
to the Quarter Notes, contact Dennis 
Owsley by email: dcowsley@mvp.net 
 
To book the band, obtain band photos 
or other information, contact our Busi-
ness Manager, Jerry Wood by phone: 
314-739-4918 or by email: mus-
tangsvo@sbcglobal.net 

 

Board Members 
 

Rick Sharp (President) 
rickshrp@sbcglobal.net 

 
Karen Sharp (Secretary) 

karendkelly@juno.com 
 

Jerry Wood (Business Manager) 
mustangsvo@sbcglobal.net 

 
Stan Minor (Music Director) 

minorstan@yahoo.com 
 

Gene Fribis 
gfribis@fribis.com 

 
Mike Bruce 

ekimecurb@hotmail.com 
 

Dennis Owsley (Newsletter Editor) 
dcowsley@mvp.net 
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